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[H] “Since there are people here who told tales against me to R. 
Yohanan, let everyone come to judgment.” 


[I] They say that present at this speech were R. Hiyya, R. Isi, and 
R. Immi, and they got up and walked out. 


Said R. Eleazar, “Three acts nullify the harsh decree, and these are 
they: prayer, charity, and repentance.” 


And all three of them are to be derived from a single verse of 
Scripture: 


“If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, [pray 
and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 
from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land]” (2 Chron. 
7:14). 


“Pray’— this refers to prayer. 
“And seek my face”— this refers to charity, 


as you say, “As for me, I shall behold thy face in righteousness; when I 
awake, I shall be satisfied with beholding thy form’’] (Ps. 17:15). 


“And turn from their wicked ways”— this refers to repentance. 


[H] Now if they do these things, what is written concerning them 
there? 


[I] “Then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal 
their land.” 


[J] R. Haggai preached this lesson of R. Eleazar every time there 
was a fast. 


[K] Said R. Eleazar, “What happens at the end of the year is in 
accord with what has been done during the year. 


[L] “Take some dirt from the summer for the winter. 
[M] “When the north wind blows, look to the bricks of your house.” 


[N] “Any year in which they do not sound the shofar [for fasting] 
at the beginning will end up having the shofar sounded at the 
conclusion. 


[O] “Whoever does not take care for the produce of her fellow in 
the end will lose her own produce.” 


